How to Raise Monarch Butterflies
Vocabulary:
none 
Questions:
Before Reading
Browse through the book by looking at the pictures and reading some of the words before these questions.

-This is an informational book. It does not tell a story. Instead it gives information. What will this book give information about? 

-Look at the table of contents on page 5. Which section are you most interested in reading first? 
During Reading
-Depending on which section you read, ask various “how” and “why” questions to prompt your child to understand the monarch's life cycle, habitat, migration patterns, etc. 
After Reading
-What is something special about monarch butterflies? 

-What was the most interesting section of this book? 
Activities:
•Play the Monarch Butterfly Life Cycle Game. Use the Monarch Butterfly Life Cycle Cards. Place them in the circles to show the insect’s life cycle. Explain how the life cycle works.

•Visit plantmilkweed.org to learn more about milkweed and to see the various species that grow across the United States. 

•We have many species of milkweed here in the desert, but they tend to look different than the ones shown in these books. Their flowers, however, look very similar, except they are usually more cream colored than pinkish purple. One of the most common species of milkweed in Tucson is twining milkweed, which you can frequently see climbing up chain-link fences. You should be able to find one quite easily. They are recognizable by the white “milk” that oozes out of broken stems or leaves, their teardrop shaped seed pods filled with fluffy seeds, and their foul odor. Look carefully on one of these vines and you are likely to find a caterpillar, egg, or monarch butterfly. 

•Raise your own monarch butterflies using the ideas on pages 10-16. Just make sure to release your butterfly!

Vocabulary Definitions
•tender: young, soft, delicate

•sprout: new growth from a seed

•buds: unopened flowers
