The Pancake Tree
Vocabulary:
(discuss before reading)

•nook (pg. 6)

•pods (pg. 12)

•mill (pg. 20)

•nopalita (pg. 32)

•velvet (pg. 37)

•fungus (pg. 45)

•beneficial (pg.48)
Questions:
Before Reading
Browse through the book by looking at the pictures and reading some of the words before these questions.

-Where does this book take place? How can you tell?

-What do you notice about how the book is organized?
During Reading
-(pg. 6) What are some rhyming words you hear? How can you tell these words rhyme? Where in the text are all the rhyming words?

-(pg. 16) Study the pictures here. What's something extra you can learn about the story by studying the pictures that the author didn't tell us with her words?

-(pg. 32) What are some reasons the tree in the backyard is called a “pancake tree?”
After Reading
-The author never tells us what the little girl's name is. What are some nicknames Grandma has for her? Where do we always learn of these nicknames?

-Think about how the author organized the ideas in this book. Where is the narrative (story telling) part of the book? Where is the informational (the part of the book that teaches or gives information) part of the book?

-How can you turn mesquite pods into mesquite flour?

-Why shouldn't you pick mesquite pods off the ground?
Activities:
•Take a walk through your neighborhood or a park. Identify some mesquite trees. Pick and taste some pods. 

Which tree has the tastiest pods?

•Use some mesquite flour to make some of the delicious recipes in the book!

•Learn more about mesquite as food by going to this website:

http://www.desertharvesters.org/native-plant-food-guides-the-desert-can-feed-you/mesquite/
Read about different types of mesquites, watch a video that shows how to harvest mesquite pods, and learn other information about this important tree.

Vocabulary Definitions
•nook: small corner

•pods: seed case

•mill: grinder

•nopalita: fresh prickly pear pad

•velvet: smooth, soft fabric

•fungus: living thing like mushroom or mold

•beneficial: good, healthful
