Around One Cactus: Owls, Bats, and Leaping Rats
Vocabulary:
(discuss before reading)

•majesty 

•haven 

•arid

•prey

•harbored 
Questions:
Before Reading
Browse through the book by looking at the pictures and reading some of the words before these questions.

-What do you think this book will be about?
During Reading
-(after the boy walks away) Tell me about the setting of the book.

-(anywhere in the middle of the book) Pick an animal. How does it interact with its environment?
After Reading
-The author says that the desert is a busy place? What kinds of things are happening in  the desert that make it busy?

-Why are there more and more words on each page as you read through the book?

-Which is the first page that the author starts to repeat words and ideas?

-Where is the last page in the beginning where the author does NOT repeat ideas?

-Do you notice how the animals become active when the boy walks away? Why do you think this is?

-Pick 2 animals that are similar to each other. How are they similar?
Activities:
•Take out the Desert Picture cards. Can you use the cards to make a story like this one? Begin with an animal card. Pick another card that shows where it lives. Then use prepositions (words like in, under, next to, on, beside, from, along, upon, above...) to string along a story of different cards describing how different plants and animals are connected to each other.

•Take a night or sunset hike! Notice how this book takes place in the evening, when many desert creatures become active. Tumamoc Hill would be a great place for this. Walk quietly, and bring a flashlight to shine on interesting things you discover. 

Vocabulary Definitions
•majesty: grandness, magnificence

•haven: shelter, safe place 

•arid: dry

•prey: feed, forage
•harbored: sheltered, shielded, cared for
