Bats!
Vocabulary:
(discuss before reading)

•megabats

•microbats

•echolocation
Questions:
Before Reading
Browse through the book by looking at the pictures and reading some of the words before these questions.
-What's your opinion of bats? 

During Reading
-(page 10) What's the difference between a megabat and a microbat?

-(page 10) How do bats help plants?

-(page 11) How do bats help people? 

-(page 19) Describe some of the different ways bats eat. 

-(page 31) Why do many bats have such weird faces? 
After Reading
-Some people are afraid of bats. What would you tell someone like this to help them appreciate bats rather than fear them? 

-Select any two bats from this book. Tell how they are similar and different. 

-What are some of the most interesting behaviors you learned about bats?

-How can people live in harmony with bats?
Activities:
•Observe Mexican free-tail bats in action! Between roughly April and October, colonies of bats can be seen at the following locations:


-North Campbell Avenue bridge over the Rillito


-East Tanque Verde bridge over the Rillito


-Ina Road bridge at the Santa Cruz River


-East Broadway bridge over the Pantano Wash

The bats spend the day in spaces underneath the grooves in these bridges, and they tend to start flying out to eat insects about 40 minutes before sunset. If you go, make sure to draw and write about your experience in the Interactive Notebook. Make sure to write your name the date on your work. 

Vocabulary Definitions
•megabats: large bats

•microbats: small bats

•echolocation: the use of echoes to determine where objects are in the dark
