Dig Wait Listen
Vocabulary:
•spade

•peccaries
Questions:
Before Reading
-Imagine you lived your whole life underground until the first summer monsoon rain. What might you hear happening on top of the soil above you?
During Reading
-(gila woodpecker page) What month do you think it is on this page? What clues help you figure that out?

-(ranger page) What clues does the illustrator show that the ranger has been here?

-(toad pops head out of soil page) How do you think the toad feels? Why?

(toads bleating page) What month do you think it is now? How can you tell?
After Reading
-What would life be like as a spadefoot toad? How would you feel if you were one yourself?

-What's something new you learned about spadefoot toads?

-What do you think is the most challenging part of the spadefoot toad's life?

Activities:
•Use the Interactive Notebook to draw a diagram of the spadefoot toad's life cycle. Use arrows to connect the picture of each stage to the next. Give each picture a label or description. Give your diagram a title and make sure to sign your name at the bottom.

•Use the Interactive Notebook to write a diary entry from the point of view of a spadefoot toad. Write the date at the top and think about what would be happening to the toad during the month you chose. Would the toad be underground or above ground? Start your entry with, “Dear Diary,” and write about your thoughts or feelings as a spadefoot toad as well as what is happening in your life.

Vocabulary Definitions
•spade: shovel

•peccaries: javelina

