Here is the Southwestern Desert
Vocabulary:
(discuss before reading)

•spied 

•pounce 

•unearth

•bask 
Questions:
Before Reading
Browse through the book by looking at the pictures and reading some of the words before these questions.
-What is the setting of this book?

-What new animals do you see that you are curious about?
During Reading
-(lizard page) Why does the hawk perch on the cactus?

-(coyote page) What caused the squirrel to leave its burrow?

-(hare page) How does the rabbit hear the hissing snake even though they are so far away from each other?
After Reading
-Give some examples of how the living and non-living things in this book are connected.

-Notice that at the beginning of the book, there are very few words. In the middle, there are more, but at the end, there are lots of words. Why is this?

-What patterns do you notice the author using with the words she writes? What does she repeat on every page?
Activities:
•Take out the Desert Picture cards. Can you use the cards to make a story like this one? Start by saying, “Here is the _________.” Then pick some more cards and tell how they are connected to each other.

•Take a hike! There are many trails nearby where you and your child can see desert plants and animals in their habitat. Some trails near Manzo include Tumamoc, The Santa Cruz River Path, The Yetman Trail, and Starr Pass. As you walk, discuss some interactions between living and/or non-living things you notice evidence of.

Vocabulary Definitions
•spied: view, snoop, monitor, investigate

•pounce: swoop, jump, bound

•unearth: dig up, uncover, reveal
•bask: lie down, enjoy
