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Recurring plant and animal life cycle stages and their 
timing and relationships with weather and climate.
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What is phenology?



https://www.usanpn.org/natures_notebook
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MAP	KEY
A:	Palo	Brea	Tree
B:	Ocotillo	1
C:	Ocotillo	2
D:	Barrel	Cactus	1
E:	Barrel	Cactus	2
F:	Creosote	Bush	1
G:	Creosote	Bush	2
H:	Kumquat	Tree
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STEP 1: 
Background 
Knowledge

What is phenology? What 
does phenology look like?



Step 2: 
Research on 
phenological
relationships 

What relationships form the complete life cycle 
of your plant?



STEP 3: 
Creating a 
KEY LIST 
of symbols

What symbols will you represent on your mandala?



STEP 3: 
Translate symbols 
onto your mandala 

What symbols will you represent on your mandala? Begin 
filling in your mandala in pencil. Erase lines you do not need.



STEP 4: 
Outline your 

symbols

1) Outline all symbols in black marker. 
2) Erase all excess pencil marks. 



Step 5: 
Begin adding 

color

Use your research to determine different colors, 
shapes, and sizes occuring in different phases of 

your plant’s life cycle. 



Step 6: 
Dry, cut, 

frame, and 
enjoy!

What will the title of your art piece be?
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