Strega Nona's Harvest
Vocabulary:
(discuss before reading)

•root cellar

•rafters

•Sisters

•convent

•bounty
Questions:
Before Reading
Browse through the book by looking at the pictures and reading some of the words before these questions.
-This book takes place in Italy. Show your child a world map and point out Italy's location. 

-Have you ever helped out with a project and it didn't go exactly as planned? What happened?
During Reading
-(Big Anthony making crooked rows) Do you know anyone bossy like Bambolona? What's something bossy you've seen this person do?

-(Big Anthony planting his own garden page) What causes Big Anthony to want to make his own garden?

(Vegetables outside the door each morning page) Why is Strega Nona feeling stressed out about all the vegetables?
After Reading
-Is your personality like Strega Nona's, Big Anthony's, or Bambolona's? How?

-How was Big Anthony's garden similar to Strega Nona's? How was it different?

-How does Strega Nona solve the problem of having more vegetables than she could use? How would you solve this problem?

-Why does Big Anthony keep his own vegetable garden a secret from Strega Nona and Bambolona?
Activities:
•Use the format of somebody wanted _________, but ______, so _______. Then _________ to summarize this story. 

Replace somebody with the name of the main character. Tell what he/she wanted next. After but, explain the problem he or she faces. After so, explain how the character tries to solve the problem. After then, explain how the story ended.
•If you planted your own garden, what would it look like? Would it be neat and orderly, or would it be wild and jungly? Think about what you would grow, how it would look, and then draw it in the interactive notebook. Remember to sign your name and write the date on your illustration. 

•Have a puppet show! Use the stick puppets to retell the story of Strega Nona's Harvest. 

Vocabulary Definitions
•root cellar: a small room or space usually underground for storing root vegetables (potatoes, beets, onions, etc.) so they stay cool and fresh

•rafters: beams that support the roof

•Sisters: a nun, or female member of a religious order

•convent: a society of nuns, or community of people devoted to religious life

•bounty: abundance, prize, extras
