The Desert Is My Mother
Vocabulary:
(discuss before reading)

•caress

•chant
Questions:
Before Reading
Browse through the book by looking at the pictures and reading some of the words before these questions.
-How can the desert be like a mother?
During Reading
-(feed me page) What are some other foods the desert provides?

-(teach me page) What can we learn from the sun's glare, the snow's silence, and the driest sand?
After Reading
-Is the desert like your mother? How?

-The author of this book wrote about the desert as though it was a person. Can you find an action in this book that is something a  person usually does, but the author writes about the desert doing it?

-Which page do you agree with most? How is the desert most like a mother?
Activities:
•Write your own poem by yourself or with a family member. At the back of the book you can read the whole poem of this book on one page. Compare the desert to someone important to you and give it a title that matches. For example, you might title it “The Desert Is My Father,” or “The Desert is my Nana.” Your poem can follow the same pattern that Pat Mora uses in this book:

I say ______________.

He/she __________________.

Write your poem in the interactive notebook. Feel free to add illustrations. Make sure to write your name and date on your work!

•Turn the poem around! Try the same activity as above, but compare an important person to the desert. Give your poem a title that matches. For example, you might title it, “My Mother Is the Desert,” or “My Brother is the Desert.” Your poem can follow the same pattern that Pat Mora uses in this book:

I say ______________.

He/she __________________.

Vocabulary Definitions
•caress: to pet or stroke lovingly

•chant: to say or shout repeatedly in a singsong manner
