The Patchwork Garden
Vocabulary:
•abuela

•encouraged

•father

•trowel

•mi'jita

•patchwork quilt

•trample
Questions:
Before Reading
-Look through the pages of the book. What vegetables do you recognize? What garden activities look familiar?
During Reading
-(red pot on stove page) Why does Father Anselmo like the idea of a garden at the church?

-(putting on sun hats page) What does Abuela mean when she says about the trowel, “It has planted so many seeds it can almost do it by itself”?

-(Dr. Martinez page) How did Abuela convince the doctor to let them grow vegetables in front of her clinic. Why was this a good strategy?
After Reading
-Why is this book called “The Patchwork Garden”? How was the system of gardens like a patchwork quilt?

-Why was Toña sad in the middle of the book? How did she solve this problem?

-Is Manzo like a patchwork garden? Why or why not?

-Where would be some nice places in your neighborhood to have a patchwork of gardens?

-Toña and Abuela both relied on their community and helped their community in this story. Who helped Toña and Abuela? How did Toña and Abuela help them?

-Use the format of somebody wanted _________, but ______, so _______. Then _________ to summarize this story. 
Replace somebody with the name of the main character. Tell what he/she wanted next. After but, explain the problem he or she faces. After so, explain how the character tries to solve the problem. After then, explain how the story ended.
Activities:
•Find a patch of dirt in your community to plant some seeds. It could be your yard, a patch of soil at the park, or at your apartment complex.

•Use the Fruits and Vegetables Cards. Read the name of each fruit or vegetables. Clap out and count the syllables in each word. Remember that every syllable contains one vowel sound. 

Vocabulary Definitions
•abuela: Spanish for grandmother

•encouraged: Give support, confidence, or hope to someone

•father: a church leader

•trowel: a small hand shovel

•mi'jita: short for “mi hijita,” Spanish for “my little daughter”

•patchwork quilt: a blanket made of scraps of fabric sewn together

•trample: walk on and crush

