Why Oh Why Are Deserts Dry?
Vocabulary:
-see the glossary on page 42 and select some words to point out to your child.
Questions:
Before Reading
-Point out some of the text features in this book including the Glossary and Index at the end of the book, as well as some of the text boxes and pronunciation guides. Ask your child why the author includes these text features.


-Glossary: Like a mini dictionary that defines some words from this book.


-Index: Guides you to find important topics through the book by listing the pages where topis occur


-Text Box: Gives extra information about a related topic


-Pronunciation Guide: Helps the reader pronounce words that may be unfamiliar.
During Reading
-(throughout book) Have your child notice the rhyming pattern throughout the book. Once a rhyming pattern has been established, pause your reading before you come to the second rhyming word in a stanza. Have your child provide the missing word by saying a rhyming word that makes sense.

-(throughout book) This book is written as a poem. Dr. Seus organized his ideas in stanzas. A stanza is a block of text separated from other blocks of text. How many stanzas do you see on this page?

-(cactus roots/mesquite roots page) How are the roots of these plants similar and different? Why are they different?

-(page 29) This man wears a burnoose to protect him from the sun. What do people in Arizona do to protect themselves from the sun?
After Reading
-Let's compare some of the plants and animals from this book to the plants and animals in the About Habitats: Deserts book. Notice the fennec fox, fog-basking beetle, kangaroo rat, and camels appear in both books. Compare what you've learned about some of these creatures from both books. 

-Describe some adaptations an animal or plant have that help it live in its special environment.

-What's something new and interesting you learned about deserts in this book?

Activities:
•Take out the Desert Picture cards and the Rhyming Word Cards. Match up the rhyming words. Then using rhyming words to tell or write little poems about some of the desert picture cards. Consider writing some of your poems in the journal!

Vocabulary Definitions
see glossary on page 42.
